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Republican papers are berating the democratic attorney- 
general of Pennsylvania for not prosecuting the Reading 
combine, and democratic papers are asking if the repub- 
lican attorney-general of the United States has discovered 
that there is such a thing as a Reading combine. Mean- 
time coal continues its song of Excelsior. Last week’s 
decree was that in October another 25 cents would be put 
on coal in New York. The retail price fixed by the New 


York Retail Coal exchange is now $5.75, white ash, and 
$6.25, red ash; wholesale price, $4.90 and $5.15 respect- 
ively. If the republican and democratic law officers main- 
tain their present masterly inactivity while the party 
papers carry on a mock battle, the coal combine will be 
happy and so will the treasurers of the old parties. There 
is the making of a Gilbert and Sullivan opera out of this 
material if popular indignation does not turn it into a high 
tragedy. 


“ Human nature must be changed before we have nation- 
alism,” so the apologists of the competitive system are 
constantly telling us. But the facts are against them. 
Over 460 Vienna physicians have offered their services 
gratis to the authorities to fight the cholera provided in 
case of death their families are taken care of. Shall this 
kind of human nature be changed? Heroes are not bought 
with money. Selfishness and venality are the fruits of the 
system. 


A Critic of State Fire Insurance Answered. 


In a recent issue we discussed a criticism by the Boston 
Herald of August 31 upon the proposition of life and fire 
insurance by the state supported in this paper and which 
the Massachusetts state convention of the people’s party, 
just held, had indorsed-by a plank in its platform. : 

In our own article we rediscussed merely the objections 
suggested by the Herald to state life insurance, reserving 
that part of the criticism which was directed against fire 
insurance by the state for separate consideration. 

The Herald points out that the conditions of life insur- 
ance are quite different from those of fire insurance, and the 
tenor of its reasonings is that, whatever may be the objec- 
tions to the plan of state life insurance they are much less 
serious than those that may be urged against state fire in- 
surance. 

The cases certainly are different, but instead of the argu- 
ment in favor of state insurance of property being weaker 
than that for state insurance of lives, there is at least one 
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extremely important respect in which the argument in favor 
of state fire insurance is the stronger. 

The state in undertaking life insurance cannot do any- 
thing except in the general way of civilization to improve 
the character of its risks. People will do about what they 
please with their health and indulge as to their personal 
habits and tastes as they may have inherited or cultivated, 
with little regard to the effect upon their prospects of life ; 
nor could the state without pushing sumptuary legislation 
(always wrong) to an absurd exaggeration, even attempt to 
do much in the way of safer using and protecting the lives 
of the insured against themselves. 

The result is thatthe advantage of state life insurance 
over insurance by private companies must be found entirely 
in the saving by avoiding the expenses of competition and 
solicitation and the abnegation of profits, and not at all in 
any lessening of the mortality rates, which would presum- 
ably remain as now. 

State fire insurance, on the other hand, will not only 
effect a saving in the same ways that state life insurance 
will, but it will, as that does not, greatly lessen the ratio of 
losses to risks taken. ; 

For the present purpose we need no better illustration of 
this than the fact admitted in the Herald article under con- 
sideration that in Berlin where the municipality does the 
fire insurance for its citizens at exceedingly low rate the 
total losses by fire for many years past have run along at 
about $300,000 annually, while in New York, which is a 
city of about the same size, they pay from $2,000,000 to 
$15,000,000 a year, and rarely are as low as the former 


figure. One reason given by the Herald for this great dis- 


crepancy is the fact that in Berlin fire-proof building laws | 


and precautions against fire are strictly enforced, whereas 
in New York they are mere sham. The reason they are en- 
forced in Berlin is very obviously because the city, being in 
the fire insurance business, has a direct interest for protect- 
ing its risks ; while in New York where the insurance is by 
private companies, the city has no similar direct interest 
whatever, and the private vompanies which have the inter- 
est have not the power. 

No single cause or combination of causes could do so 
much to bring in an epoch of fire-proof building and limit 
the frequency of conflagrations as state fire insurance. If 
these are desirable ends, this is the only and the sure way 
to obtain them. 

The Herald points to the fact that hundreds of American 
fire-insurance companies have been forced out of business 
by losses within the past 20 years, as evidence that there is 
no profit in the business. Precisely. The insurance busi- 
ness as conducted by private companies, is tending to be- 
come a losing one all around. The community pays crush- 
ing premiums which are being advanced year by year. At 
the same time the companies claim they are losing money, 
and some of them are constantly proving it by going into 
bankruptcy. Apparently, the only parties that find the 
system profitable are the incendiaries. 

Nothing better calculated to stimulate their peculiar line 
of enterprise was ever devised than competitive private in- 
surance for profit. 

One more objection of the Herald to state fire insurance 
remains to be considered. It is pointed out that the taking 


of fire risks and the fixing of rates on them is not so exact 
a science as life insurance but depends much more upon the 
personal discretions of agents, and that this discretion 
would be likely to be abused for political ends by officials. 
The answer to this is that under a state system there would 
be such a classification of property as would leave no more 
room for formal dissentions than a custom-house officer 
finds in levying duties upon the hundreds of different vari- 
ties and grades of goods that fall under his inspection. If 
the Herald doubts the ability of the American intellect to 
form such a classification of insurable property as will pre- 
vent favoritism, we might solv2 the difficulty by borrowing 
the list used by the city of Berlin with such favorable re- 
sults. ; 

The fact is, leaving aside all other arguments, the expe- 
rience of European communities in state and municipal fire 
insurance does not leave the opponents of state insurance a 
leg to start on. 


On the Right Track. 


There is being built at the Boston navy yard what will 
be the most complete repairing and construction plant in 
the country. ‘The government will be soon making in Bos- 
ton not only boilers of all sizes but also marine engines. 
It is announced that it is the policy of the department to 
carry on as much of the government work as possible in its. 
own shops. Since the passage of the eight-hour law for 
labor on all contracts for government work the government 
establishments are placed at a greater advantage than ever,. 
since the hours are the same and no allowance made for 
a margin of profit for government work. As the govern- 
ment is so successful in doing its own work, why might. 
it not also conduct any branch of, general industry with 
equal efficiency ? This question is becoming every day 
more difficult to answer. 


No Peace under Present Conditions. 


A Boston daily newspaper recently printed interviews ol 
promixent business men on the labor problem. A president 
of a Boston national bank thinks there is no way of avoid- 
ing periodical contacts between labor and capital, but be- 
lieves that state boards of arbitration should settle each dis- 
pute as it arises. 

A prominent boot and shoe manufacturer says that a 
“wise and over-ruling providence has apparently intended 
that man should earn his bread by the sweat of his brow 
and finds his best development and greatest happiness in so- 
doing.” He believes that labor and capital will always. 
fight. “Nationalism, trade-unionism, and the like,” he 
adds, “are not in accord with the true spirit of our republi- 
can form of government. If the progress of the past cen- 
tury means anything, it means the pre-eminence of the in- 
dividual in the race-of life.” 

Another Boston manufacturer said that labor and capital 
could never be harmonized. Laboring men, he thinks, are 
intelligent enough to take care of themselves. Trade-unions 
are good so long as they do not interfere with men outside of 
the union, who want to work, Arbitration should be ap- 
pealed to only as a last resort. “There is no hope of im-- 
proving by legislative enactment the condition of affairs 
between employers and employed. . . Let meadd here that. 
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in my opinion the workingmen of this country have no 
greater enemies among politicians than such blatant dema- 
gogues as Senator Palmer, whose utterances in regard to the 
Homestead calamity were not only those of a demagogue, 
but were undemocratic, un-American and contemptible.” 

A retired manufacturer holds that a board of arbitration 
having power conferred by the Legislature to settle dis- 
putes is the only safety-valve. ‘I would add that I think 
the time has nearly, if not quite arrived, when government 
should step in and assume a kind of supervision over our 
great lines of transportion and see that they are operated in 
the interests of the public.” He seems to have reached this 
advanced ground in consequence of a feeling that arbitra- 
tion would not do the business. 

The first point to be noted in these interviews, which 
were quite elaborate and evidently prepared with much 
care, is that business men do not look forward to a time 
when permanent peace may be declared between labor and 
capital. Strikes, lockouts, bloodshed and starvations will 


come and go at almost regular periods in the opinion of. 


capitalists, and when they advise workingmen to use judg- 
ment in their demands upon capital it amounts to little 
more than saying to them, — “ Be wise and do not run your 
heads against’'a stone wall. Capital will resist your de- 
mands ; therefore postpone the day of battle as late as pos- 
sible.” 

The common admission among business men that labor 
troubles cannot be permanently settled is another way of 
admitting that the principle of “ free ” competition in busi- 
ness reveals a want of counterpoise, which makes the whole 
system unscientific. Men do not go out on a strike from a 
wanton love of turmoil, but to preserve as far as may bea 
just balance in the equation of production. ‘This balance 
the system itself does not furnish and cannot furnish from 
the nature of things. 

In the second place, the arbitration proposed by these 
business men would be simp‘y a palliative. 

The arbitrators would not be empowered to recognize the 
right of permanent employment during efficient service nor 
to restrain the manufacturer in his efforts to force up 
the prices of his goods by artificial and despotic means. 
Such powers of adjustment rest with legislators only; and 
it was possibly this difficulty which led the retired manu- 
facturer, above quoted, to recommend government supervis- 
ion of transportation, as at least one step toward a more 
rational system of business. 

We do not propose now to be led into any discussion of 
the noble and immediate results of the application of 
nationalistic principles to labor difficulties, but to point out 
the frankness with which'leading business men admit that 
there is no hope of peace under present business conditions. 
Politicians, to be sure, talk of coming tranquility when they 
get into power, but directors of corporations know better. 
If they can induce the wage-workers to push the whole re- 
sponsibility off upon “a wise and over-ruling providence,” 
the stockholders will receive larger demands. The secret 
is out; competition cannot solve the labor question. 


Public Ownership Good Politics. 


The Labor Day speech of Mayor Hayes of Lynn, Mass., 
in which he said that there could be no final settlement of 


the labor question, has made a profound impression upon 
the. workingmen. Mr. Hayes is one of Congressman Lodge’s 
henehmen, and the speech was an announcement from 
headquarters that the G. O. P. does not propose to disturb 
the manufacturers in the enjoyment of their special privi- 
leges. What could be more explicit than these words of 
the mayor? 

Until human nature is changed, men who work for a living will 
try to obtain as much for their labor as they can, and those who em- 
ploy them will endeavor to secure their services for as little as pos- 
sible. However much we may think that this ought to be different, 
it is well to look the facts in the face; but the war of wages, if prop- 
erly cottiducted, is a perfectly legitimate contention, and under 
proper laws and regulations need disturb the community no more 


than the war of prices which is continually going on in the marts of 
trade and in all branches of commerce. 


There has sprung up in Lynn latterly a strong sentiment 
in favor of public ownership as the proper way to meet the 
aggressions of capital These reformers in Lynn have 
fallen into the habit of running candidates for mayor and 
the Legislature, and voting the people’s party ticket every 
time they have an opportunity. This independent third 
vote is growing, and we expect before long to see a mayor 
jn Lynn who will not tell the wage-workers that their 
trouble is a permanent condition. The time is at hand 
when we must settle the question whether the men who 
create wealth or the men who make large private fortunes 
are to rule. Under present conditions we cannot denounce 
speculators for their money-making habits. They are char- 
tered by law to prey upon the people. The responsibility 
for this sad state of affairs rests with so-called statesmen 
like Lodge and his followers, who tell the laborer that the 
poverty of the wage worker cannot be cured, that labor is 
bound to suffer and the best thing the men in the factories 
can do is to vote the republican ticket. We are getting 
down to first principles this year, and public ownership is 
fast becoming good politics, and that kind of politics 
means the emancipation of labor. 


A FAITH, A HOPE, A RELIGION. 


Rabbi Solomon Schindler in the New England Magazine 
for September : “ To begin with, nationalism is not an en- 
deavor to upset the existing order of things with one turn ; 
it is the endeavor to evolve a new order of things in a 
quiet, logical and legitimate manner. Nationalism is not 
the shibboleth of a secret society of a few disgruntled per- 
sons who wish to bring the rest of humanity down to their 
own level, because they cannot lift themselves up to theirs ; 
it is an irresistibls current into which the rising tide of 
civilization is carrying the whole human race. National- 
ism is not a Utopia which has its existence merely in the 
fertile imagination of a novel writer; its finishing touches 
are neither the big city umbrella nor the sermon by tele- 
phone. Nationalism is not alone the possibility, it is the 
reality, df the future, the logical consequence of the inven- 
tions of the nineteenth century. Its details can as little be 
comprehended by us as could the details of our cars pro- 
pelled by steam or electricity be comprehended by people 
who lived a hundred years ago. Neither is nationalism a 
philosophy, such as were in their times a stoicism or epicu- 
reanism. It is more than that — it is a faith, a hope, a re- 
ligion,” 
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IT STUCK IN HIS CROP. 


There is too little corn an’ too much husk an’ cob, 
Aw’ it sticks in my crop. 

And folks that work hardes’ git least for their job, 
An’ it sticks in my crop. 

It takes a big tree to perduce a small cherry, 

An’t it needs a large bush fer a tarnal small berry, 

An’ a man must git wealthy afore he can marry — 
An’ it sticks in my crop. 


An’ the men who earn bread by the sweat of their brow 
(It sticks in my crop.) 

Git the wust kin’ of bread that there is, anyhow, 
An’ it sticks in my crop. 

But the men who dress up like a dude or a dandy, 

They eat nothin’ worser than puddin’ or candy, 

An’ reach out an’ grab jest w’atever comes handy — 
An’ it sticks in my crop. 


An’ the poor man, like me, who digs in the dirt, 
(It sticks in my crop.) 
Never wears a tailed coat, never wears a biled shirt, 
An’ it sticks in my crop. 
But the swell chaps who never do toilin’ nor spinnin’ 
But divide up their time betwixt sleepin’ an’ sinnin’, 
Go aroun’ like men peacocks in purple an’ linen — 
An’ it sticks in my crop. 


It sticks in my crop, I can’t swaller it down, 
(It sticks in my crop.) 

That hard working woman must wear a coarse gown, 
It sticks in my crop ; 

While the gals who’re too nice to let the ole cat in, 

Aw all study musi¢ an’ paintin’ an’ Latin’ 

Never wear nothin’ poorer than sealskin an’ satin — 
An’ it sticks in my crop. 


Aw it sticks in my crop that me and my wife, 
Gosh it sticks in my crop, 
Hev pressed sour juice from the wine-press of life, 
Aw it sticks in my crop, 
Fate seems ter delight just to kick us an’ cuff us, 
An’ the world doesn’t care how much either one suffers : 
If we jaw, it exclaims, ‘‘ What ungrateful ole duffers,”’ 
Av’ it sticks in my crop. 


S. W. Foss in Yankee Blade. 


PUBLIC OWNERSHIP AND THE COURTS. 


To the Editor of the New Nation : 

Iam a reader and subscriber of The New Nation and 
have noticed its remark and the remarks of the newspapers 
of the country about Senator Palmer’s recent speech, and in 
the course of my reading I have recently come across a de- 
cision of the supreme court which may interest you in this 
connection. It is quoted in “ The Public Regulation of Rail- 
ways” by W. D. Dabney, published in the Questions of the 
Day series by G.P. Putnam’s Sons of New York. On pages 
18, 19 and 20, the author quotes the celebrated granger 
case of Munn vs. Illinois. Chief Justice Waite gave the 
opinion of the majority of the court with Justices Field 
and Strong dissenting, reported in 94 U. S., from p. 113 to 
187. I{quote from page 19: “The majority of the court, 
however, speaking through Chief Justice Waite, said ‘that 
down to the time of the adoption of the 14th amendment, 
it was not supposed that statutes regulating the use or even 
the price of the use, of private property necessarily de- 


prived an owner of his property without the process of 
law. Under some circumstances they may, but not under 
all. The aiaendment does not change the law in this par- 
ticular; it simply prevents the states from doing that 
which will operate as such a deprivation. When private 
property is affected with a public interest, it ceases to be 
juris privati only. Property does become clothed with a 
public interest when used in a manner to make it of public 
consequence, and affect the community at large. When 
therefore one devotes his property to a use in which the 
public has an interest, he in effect grants to the public an 
interest in that use, and must submit to be controlled by 
the public to the extent of the interest he has thus created.’ ” 

Referring to the circumstances surrounding the busi- 
ness of the warehouses and grain elevators of Chicago, it 
was said: “Certainly if any business can be clothed with a 
public interest, and ceases to be juris privati only, this has 
been. It may not be so by the operation of the constitu: 
tion of Illinois, or by this statute, but it is by the facts. It 
presents therefore, a case for the application of a long- 
known and well-established principle of social science, and 
this statute simply extends the law to meet this new de- 
velopment of commercial progress.” 

It was insisted in the argument of the case that the 
owner of property is entitled to a reasonable compensation 
for its use, even though it is clothed with a public interest, 
and that what is reasonable is a judicial and not a legisla- 
tive question. To this argument the court replied: “In 
countries where the common law prevails, it has been cus- 
tomary, from time immemorial for the Legislature to declare 
what shall be a reasonable compensation under such cir- 
cumstances, or perhaps more properly speaking, to fix a 
maximum, beyond which any charge made would be unrea- 
sonable. Undoubtedly, in mere private contracts, in which 
the public has no interest, what is reasonable must be as- 
certained judiciously. But this is because the Legislature. 
has no control over such a contract.” 

The rest of the argument about public use you will find 
interesting brt not of such immediate application to the 
principles of The New Nation as what I have quoted. And 
according to this which I have quoted, it is very clear to 
my mind that the supreme court has long ago enunciated 
the principles that Senator Palmer utterel and which 
stirred up such a rumpus among some of the papers. 


Evtrweip Pomeroy. 
Newark, N. J., Aug. 1:92. 


“INDIVIDUAL INITIATIVE.” 


To the Editor of The New Nation :—° 

In the course of an article in a Philadelphia paper I find 
this passage : 

cS) 

Nor do I see any rational basis for the dream of the nationalists, 
I have read ‘‘ Looking Backward.’’ ‘To all such schemes I have one 
standing objection. They mean the destruction of individual inde- 


pendence. No man initiates his own enterprise. Everybody is busy: 
planning for everybody else. j 5 


The foregoing is a fair sample of a stock argument that, 
is commonly used, with an air that it effectively and finally 
disvoses of the whole question. The author, who is wholly 
dissatisfied with the present industrial system, then goes on 
to set forth his own remedy, which consists in doing away 
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with capital, rent, interest, ete. Everything will then be 
beautiful. Some mice once resolved that the cat must have 
a bell put around her neck. They would then know when 
she was coming and their lives would be perfectly safe. 
But when a little mouse spoke up and asked who was there 
to do the job, there was silence in the assemblage. Our 
friends are likewise silent when they are asked how a be- 
ginning is to be made, and how the great capitalistic cat is 
to be made to submit in meekness to the bell-hanging oper- 
ation. 

Nationalism, however, takes. up an instrument ready at 
at hand and carries out to its logical conclusion a process 
already well under way. As to individual initiative, how 
much of it is there left in the business world to day in the 
sense of the above ? “How much chance does a man have 
to carry out his own project? In 999 cases out of 1000, 
when a man conceives a project of any kind he lays it be- 
fore a group of capitalists and endeavors to carry it out by 
the contributed funds from many individual sources. Even 
the greatest capitalists, like Gould, Vanderbilt, or Rocka- 
feller, never think of going it alone, but for every new 
scheme they conceive they form a combination to carry it 
through. Any man who conceived a project and endeav- 
ored to carry it out himself, unaided, would be termed the 
largest kind of a fool by his fellows of the business world. 
And the great majority of inventors, when questioned, 
would not have a very happy tale to tell of the results of 
intrusting the execution of their ideas to the combinations 
of capitalists who thrive upon other men’s wits. Under 
nationalism there would be a better and freer play to indi- 
vidual initiative than there is under the present system. 
All new ideas, projects, suggestions must have their origin 
in some individual mind, whatever the social system may 
be. And under nationalism there would be a most fertile 
field for the development of all ideas calvulated to benefit 
society —and every idea of any true merit serves such a 
purpose. ‘There would be no sordid considerations to stand 
in the way of the realization of such ideas, no group of 
greedy capitalists to be made to see sufficient profit therein 
before they would consent to touch it. And one of the 
greatest benefits would come from the fact that “everybody 
is busy planning for everybody else.” They would be 
aware that at the same time they were planning for them. 
selves, as well. 

Boston, Sept., 1890, x 


Our friends will not have a better chance to spread nation- 
alism for some time than during the present campaign when 
so many are breaking away from the old theories. The states 
particularly open to argument at present are Pennsylvania, 
Missouri, Colorada, California, both Carolinas, Georgia, 
Alabama and Texas. Small contributions for three months 


subscriptions (25 cents) for voters in those states is a capital 
way to advance the cause. 


IT IS IMPORTANT. 

Twentieth Ceutury: ‘The writer annihilates the theories 
of Herbert Spencer’s Justice’ and ‘ Social Statics.’” This 
ts what Brother Bellamy’s paper is saying of a new work, 
the production of Prof. Frank Parsons. It is called “ Govy- 
ernment and the Law of Equal Freedom.” I have received 
a copy. I have put it high on my list of things to be read. 
It is important. 
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NATIONALISM IN POLITICS. 


THE POLITICAL OUTLOOK BRIGHTENS. 


Enthusiasm all Along the Line. Organizing Victory. What 
the Papers say. Note and Comment. 

This is proving the most. important month that this 
country has seen for a generation and more. It is now 
settled in the minds of close observers that the silver 
states will go for Weaver. Kansas, Nebraska, Nevada 
and Colorado are as sure for Weaver as Maine is for 
Harrison. There is at least a fighting show in California, 
Oregon and Washington. It may not be that the populist 
sentiment on the Pacific coast will formulate itself rapidly 
enough for the November election, but many think it 
will. 


As to the.South, there is a reasonable hope that Georgia, 
Florida and Texas will go for Weaver. We confess to 
some conservatism on this point, but we believe that a 
majority of the whites in these three states are populists 


today. 


More or less trouble may be expected in Alabama, Ar- 
kansas and the Carolinas. North Carolina stands the best 
chance to be a Weaver state. We do not see on what 
basis the prediction is made that South Carolina is a third 
party state. The Farmers’ alliance, to be sure, has routed 
the bourbon democrats of the state, but they are, most of 
them, technically inside the old party. The way to follow 
the South this year is to read the political news with a 
To throw off the 


democracy in the South is serious business, and we believe 


hope tempered with a dash of doubt. 


that, all things considered, the advance in the South 
toward reform is quite as great as in the West, even 
though the election returns may not say so. It is not 
enough to change your politics in the South; you’ve got to 


get your vote in the ballot box and then get it counted. 


While it is not safe to be too sanguine about politics in 
the South, the whole blush of things in that. section is very 
favorable to the populists. A staff correspondent of the 
Atlanta (Ga.) Constitution, a thorough-goiug Cleveland 
organ, says: “ From present indications the leading ‘demo- 
crats fear Weaver or Harrison will get the electoral vote of 
Alabama. 


be drawn back into the democratic ranks that is probable. 


Unless a large number of the Kolb faction can 


There are in round numbers about 160,000 democratic and 
110,000 republican votes in Alabama. Many democrats 
have gone over into the third party and many are followers 
Both 


of these factions declare they will not vote for the Cleve- 


of Kolb and call themselves Jeffersonian democrats. 


land electors.” 


As to the middle and eastern states, the process of 
forming a new party is progressing gradually and on 
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healthy and solid lines. A deal of work is being done, 


not with brass bands but with literature. 


There has evidently been rank election frauds in Ar- 
kansas, quite as rank as the count-out in Alabama. In 
1890 Arkansas democrats cast 106,267 votes and the 
republicans 85,181. ‘This year the democrats cast about 
90,000 and the republicans about 40,000. 
The democrats 


Where have 
that the 
The executive 


these votes gone? admit 
people’s party polled over 22,000 votes. 
committee of the people’s party, which recently met at 
St. Louis, has evidence that the new party polled an 
enormous vote in Arkansas. These frauds are sure to 


react upon the democratic party in November. 


To be frank, the 
outlook tends more to alarm the democrats than to en- 


The situation in Alabama is mixed. 


courage the populists. We believe that in the end the 
people’s party will win; but we think that fusion is con- 
fusion, and that the presence of Chris Magee, the repub- 
lican boss of Pennsylvania, at Birmingham where the 
anti-democratic factions met last week, is not a harbinger 
of political peace. McGee is a street railway monopolist 
and is backed by money makers. It is bad politics to fuse 
The conference at Birmingham, how- 
While it did not 


ratify the Omaha platform, it adopted the currency reforms 


with speculators. 
ever, contained some stalwart reformers. 


demanded at Omaha, and favored a graduated income tax, 


public control of transportation facilities, abolition of | 


national banks and the direct issue of currency by the 
people. The people’s party men dominated the conference, 
the rest of the delegates being Jeffersonian democrats and 
republicans. The majority of the electors chosen will vote 
for Weaver, but there are understood to be several Har- 
in the list. This is bad, because if the 
majority had held their ground, they would have forced 
it is the 
One can get a good 


rison men 


all factions to its standard. But even as 
Kolb men are strong for Weaver. 
idea of the impression made by the Birmingham conference 
upon the democratic leaders by these words of the Age- 
Herald, a thick-and-thin democratic organ: “The third 
party convention has completed its work and the delegates 
have gone home. It was the most interesting political 
convention held in Alabama in many years. In numbers, 
in spirit, in enthusiasm it was extraordinary. Nearly all 
the delegates were farmers. 
who have never voted any other than a democratic ticket. 
Yet they came to Birmingham as members of a convention 
directly and unqualifiedly opposed to the democratic party. 
It is worse than foolish to say that the crowd was small 
and there was little enthusiasm. That is not true, and the 
world knows it is not. The convention was unwise, un- 


timely and absolutely un-democratic in a party sense. But 


Four fifths of them were men: 


it was big and it was enthusiastic. These are the facts, 


and we have got to make the best of the situation.” 


W. EE. Sharon, member of the national republican com- 
mittee for Nevada, has resigned, as he prefers to go with 
his state against Harrison and for the people’s party. 


Gen. Clarkson in his address to the national league of 
republican clubs in session at Buffalo last week, disposed of 
the labor question in this way: ‘“‘ After the vindication in 
November next of these great American ideas and the re- 
affirmation of a fearless and liberal Americanism, I am con- 
fident the republican party, which has alreadyjdone more for 
the workingmen than any party or any nation has ever be- 
fore done for the working people, will take up the labor 
question more in detail, and by such study and investiga- 
tion of it through league clubs and other forms of discus- 
sion will reach by 1896 some method of tranquilizing en- 
tirely the question of labor.” These words seem very 
familiar. 
plate the solution of the labor problem if the date is only 


These old party leaders are willing to contem- 
fixed after the election. But such a program will not work 
this year. The grievances of labor are not after election; 
they are producing the misery now, and now is the time to 


select the remedy ; it must be a radical one, too. 


At the second convention of the silver party at Winne- 
mucea, Nev., on the 15th. Weaver and Field electors 
were chosen. United States Senator Stewart announced 
that he would take the stump for the people’s party. This 
convention work settles the fate of the four silver states. 
Their electoral votes are to be taken from the republican 
column. ‘Phe democrats have concluded not to put up an 


electoral ticket. 


The populist canvass of Kansas is complete and it shows 
that Weaver and Field will have a majority of at least 
25,000. The democratic canvass makes it 20,000. The 
republicans will lose also the state ticket and in all 
probability cannot organize either branch of the Legis- 
lature. The political revolution in Kansas is complete. 

The populists have a fighting chance in the state of 
Even the republicans admit this. August 
S. B. Pettingill, 
a prominent republican editor living at Tacoma, does not 
give up the fight, but he admits that if “the people’s party 
keeps up its present vigor” the state will be considered 
doubtful by November. 

The official count in Maine will probably show that 
the people’s party polled over 4,000 votes last week. 


Washingion. 
was a populist month in the northwest. 


This is certainly a good beginning. Two thousand would 
have been a fair start. Maine will make a good showing 
in-November. When the returns began to come in, the 
people’s party vote was put under the head of “scattering ”; 


but as the figures mounted into the thousands, the papers 
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had to admit that a new: party was lifting its head in the 


Granite state. 


“I give you the word of one who is familiar with the 
obligations of the business world,” said Mr. Haile to the 
republican convention which nominated him for governor 
of Massachusetts last week. This is the keynote of the 
work by that body. Everything about it showed that it 
was a meeting of business men to fortify business interests. 


It was a sorry spectacle. The common people are not in 


it. The ancient devotion to the public and the interests 
_of the average man has passed away. 


The Kansas farmers in Jerry Simpson’s district are 


contributing wheat for his campaign fund. It seems very 


odd to see Western wheat going’anywhere but into the 


elevators of the speculators. This is seed wheat and the 


harvest comes in November. 


Weaver and Field Accept. 


Gen. Weaver and Gen. Field, candidates respectively for 
president and vice-president on the people’s party ticket, 
have issued a joint letter of acceptance. The candidates 
approve the work of the Omaha convention and say: “We 
are heartily in accord with the platform of principles 
adopted by said convention ; and, if elected, will endeavor 
to the utmost of our ability to faithfully carry out said 
demands in letter and spirit.” The letter continues: “We 
wish to express our judgment freely and without reserve, 
in order that we may stand acquitted before our fellow-men 
and our own conscience touching the whole matter. The 
people are in poverty. ‘heir substance is being devoured 
by heartless monopolists, trusts, pools and money sharks. 
Labor ‘is largely unemployed, and where work is obtainable 
the wages paid are for the most part unremunerative, and 
the products of labor not paying the cost of production. 
This is a matter of serious concern to the whole people. 
The leaders of the heretofore dominant parties are every- 
where controlled by the great monopoly and money centers» 
and manifest utter disregard for the wants and wishes of 
the people. The parties are hostile camps, arranged on sec- 
tional lines, and represent the bitterness and cruelties of 
the past, every four years discussing the issues of the late 
war, which should long since have been allowed to pass 
from the political discussions of the day. 

“ Notwithstanding the bitterness existing between the old 
parties, they vie with each other in their subservience to 
capitalistic and corporate greed. They are incapable of 
dealing sincerely with the vast problems evolved by the 
growth of the last quarter of a century. Upon the great 
economic questions of the age they are practically one in 
purpose, differing just enough to enable them to carry on a 
sham battle, while the work of robbery and spoliation pro- 
ceed unabated. - In the meantime, the farmers and planters, 
North and South, and wage earners everywhere are pro- 
scribed, maltreated, brought into competition with convict 
labor, and in many instances shot down by hired mercen- 
aries acting under orders of arrogant corporatious which 
have unblushingly usurped the functions of government and 
presumed to act in its stead. These corporations dominate 


the daily press and control the lines of daily communication 
with the people.” 

The election frauds practiced in Alabama and Arkansas 
in the recent election are then discussed, and the letter 
continues : 

“Tt is certain that the people of the South will not join 
in the ranks of the republican party. It is equally certain 
that the republicans will not unite with the democratic 
party. The people’s party affords the only solution to 
these important matters. All who desire the revival of 
business; all who wish for the return of prosperity to our 
country ; all who desire to relieve the depressed industries 
and wageworkers of our common country; all who desire 
an adequate increase in our currency and the free coinage 
of silver; all who desire the abolution of banks of issue 
and the constitutional control of the great instruments of 
commerce by the government of the United States; all 
who desire that the laws of taxation shall be equitably 
adjusted to the property of the: country ; all who desire 
that the public domain shall be sacredly held in trust for 
the people ;: all who desire that the highways between the 
states shall be rendered subservient to the popular good, 
and finally, all who desire the restoration of fraternity 
among the people and the obliteration of sectional ani- 
mosities, should at once regard it as their conscientious 
duty to align themselves under the banner of this great 
industrial and fraternal movement. 

“Tt seems tous to be quite impossible that the liberty 
and justice-loving people of this country should longer 
cast their ballots for the corporation and money changers. 
It would seem impossible that they should refuse to make 
common cause with the fair-minded majority of the people 
of the South, who have risen up to demand justice and 
good government in their respective states. And it further 
seems quite impossible that the producers and laboring 
people of the United States shall deliberately go to the 
polls in November and cast their votes in hafmony with 
the corporations and money power which systematically 
and cruelly robbed them for so many years. 

“With the aggressions of capital on the one hand and the 
overthrow by fraud of free elections on the other, how is it 
possible for our civilization to last? |The new party has its 
face turned to the glorious future ; its sublime mission is to 
usher in an era of fraternity and justice among men. In 
the presence of such an opportunity to emancipate our 
country from misrule of every kind, let party lines be for- 
gotten, and let the generous flame of a common patriotism 
nerve every heart and move every soul.” 

How Millions can be Saved. 

‘Tacoma (Wash.) Sun: If you desire to ship 10 tons from 
Rosalia, Whitman county, this state, to Tacoma, by rail- 
road, the charge is in the neighborhood of $5 perton. This 
price includes the cost of loading the freight. If 130 
people, weighing about 10 tons, load themselves upon the 
train that hauls the wheat to Tacoma, and unload them- 
selves without cost, they pay at the rate of $178.75 per ton 
for their transportation. Thus it will be seen that the 
railroad collects from passengers enormously exhorbitant 
rates — or the charge on grain is very far below the cost of 
hauling. As railroad companies never work for nothing, it 
is obvious that the rates on grain are satisfactory. The 
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ownership and control of the railroads by the government, 
as the people’s party platform demands, would save mil- 
lions of dollars annually to the people using the roads, and 
break up the plutocracy now absorbing the wealth of the 
nation. 

A Wise Selection. 

Rockland (Mass.) Independent: The people’s party of 
Massachusetts have made a wise selection in their choice 
for governor, of Maj. Henry Winn, concerning whose ability 
and integrity of character I told you last year. Maj. Winn 
has something very interesting to tell you on taxation, as 
he had last year, and that address I then circulated among 
my subscribers. Although I think you can get along well 
enough without reading the letters of acceptance of Harri- 
son or Cleveland, or even the campaign document of the 
magnetic Blaine, yet you would receive much benefit and 
instruction if you would read this able address. You are 
being taxed to death for the benefit of the classes and Maj. 
Winn tells you how. 


More Nominations in Massachusetts. 


At a mass convention of the people’s party at Haverhill, 
Monday evening, Joseph K. Harris was nominated for sen- 
ator from the 4th Essex senatorial district. H. H. Hodg- 
don and G. W. Pettingill of Haverhill were nominated for 
representatives from the 2d Essex representative district, 
and EK. E. Batchelder of Bradford and J. C. Barker of 
Haverhill for representatives from the 3d Essex district. 
It was voted to put in the field a full list of candidates for 
city offices at the next municipal election. 


Note and Comment. 


Judge John C. Bell, populist candidate for Congress in 
the 2d Colorado district, is sure to get there. 


The people’s party headquarters for King’s county, N. Y., 
are at No. 66 Court street, Room 1, Brooklyn. Communi- 
cations sen® there will receive prompt attention. 


A Los Angeles correspondent says: “The democratic 
convention has just ratified the populist candidate for 
congress, Marion Cannon, in the 6th district. Mrs. Annie 
L. Diggs was chosen as orator by the Council of Labor for 
the Labor Day celebration and 1,500 men were in line. 
Political mottoes were the feature of the parade and Mrs. 
Diggs’ speech was received with vociferous cheers. Hon. 
Thos. V. Cator spoke here on the 8th. He made a large 
number of converts.” 


The Georgia democrats have in hand $100,000 to put 
into Tom Watson’s district. As things now stand this 
people’s party leader has a majority of the voters of the 
10th district, and the question now is whether the negroes 
can be kept away from that $100,000. 


The Pennsylvania populists have filed with the secretary 
of state petitions, asking that the people’s party nomina- 
tions be placed on the official ballot. The names on these 
petitions number about 10,000. 


The Kansas City (Mo.) populists expect to poll over 
4,000 votes. The labor elements are practically unanimous 
for the new party. 


The city of Selma in Alabama has 1,600 registered 
voters. Of these 575 have certified that they voted for 


Kolb, and yet the official returns put the democratic vote 
in Selma at 2,420. Here is a fine problem in arithmetic. 


Burgess McLuckie of Homestead will be tendered by the 
people’s party, the nomination for the Legislature in the 
7th Pennsylvania district. 


Hight republican papers in Idaho, one a daily, have 
come out for Weaver and Field. 


The Omaha Preamble, Platform and Resolutions. 


Assembled upon the 116th anniversary of the declaration 
of inlependence, the people’s party of America, in their 
first national convention, invoking upon their action the 
blessing of Almighty God, puts forth in the name and on 
behalf of the people of this country the following preamble 
and declaration of principles : 

The conditions which surround us best justify our co- 
operation. We meet in the midst of a nation brought to the 
verge of moral, political and material ruin. Corruption 
dominates the ballot box, the Legislatures, the Congress 
and touches even the ermine of the bench. The people are 
demoralized; most of the states have been compelled to 
isolate the voters at the polling places to prevent universal 
intimidation or bribery. The newspapers are largely subsi- 
dized or muzzled; public opinion silenced; business pros- 
trated ; our homes covered with mortgages; labor impover- 
ished and the land concentrating in the hands of the 
capitalists. The urban workmen are denied the right of 
organization for sc’ »rotection; imported pauperized labor 
beats down their wages, a hireling standing army, unrecog- 
nized by our laws, is established to shoot them down; 
and they are rapidly degenerating into European conditions. 
The fruits of the toil of millions are boldly stolen to build 
up colossal fortunes for a few, unprecedented in the history 
of mankind; and the possessors of these, in turn, despise the 
republic and endanger liberty: From the same prolific womb 
of governmental injustice we breed the two great classes — 
tramps and millionaires. The national power to create 
money is appropriated to enrich bondholders. A vast pub- 
lie debt, payable in legal tender currency, has been funded 
into gold-bearing bonds, thereby adding millions to the 
burdens of the people. 

Silver, which has been accepted as coin since the dawn of 
history, has been demonetized to add to the purchasing 
power of gold by decreasing the value of all forms of prop 
erty as well as human labor, and the supply of currency is 
purposely abridged to fatten usurers, bankrupt enterprise 
and enslave industry. A vast conspiracy against mankind 
has been organized on two continents and it is rapidly tak- 
ing possession of the world. If not met and overthrown at 
once, it forebodes terrible social convulsions, the destruction 
of civilization or the establishment of an absolute despotism. 

We have witnessed for more than a quarter of a century 
the struggles of the two great political parties for power 
and plunder, while grievous wrongs have been inflicted upon 
a suffering people. We charge that the controling influ- 
ences dominating both these parties have permitted the ex- 
isting dreadful conditions to develop withont serious efforts 
to prevent or restrain them. Neither do they now promise 
us any substantial reform. They have agreed together to 
ignore, in the coming campaign, every issue but one. They 
propose to drown the outcries of a plundered people with 
the uproar of a sham battle over the tariff, so that capital- 
ists, corporations, national banks, rings, trusts, watered 
stock, the demonetization of silver and the oppressions of 
the usurers may all be lost sight of. They propose to sac- 
rifice our homes, lives and children on the altar of 
mammon; to destroy the multitude in order to secure cor- 
ruption funds from the millionaires. 

Assembled on the anniversary of the birthday of the 
nation and filled with the spirit of the grand generation 
which established our independence, we seek to restore the 
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government of the republic to the hands of “the plain 
people,” with whom it originated. 

We assert our purposes to be identical with the purposes 
of the national constitution : “To form a more perfect union, 
establish justice, insure domestic tranquility, provide for the 
common defense, promote the general welfare, and secure 
the blessings of liberty to ourselves and our posterity.” 

We declare that this republic can only endure as a free 
government while built upon the love of the whole people 
for each other and for the nation; that it cannot be pinned 
together by bayonets; that the civil war is over and that 
every passion and resentment which grew out of it must 
die with it, and that we must be in fact, as we are in name, 
the united brotherhood of free men. 

Our country finds itself confronted by conditions for 
which there is no precedent in the history of the world; our 
annual agricultural productions amount to billions of dollars 
in value, which must within a few weeks or months be ex- 
changed for billions of dollars of commodities consumed in 
their production; the existing currency supply is wholly 
inadequate to make this exchange; the results are falling 
prices, the formation of combines and rings and the impov- 
erishment of the producing class. We pledge ourselves 
that, if given power, we will labor to correct these evils by 
wise and reasonable legislation in accordance with the terms 
of our platform. We believe that the powers of govern- 
ment — in other words, of the people — should be expanded 
(as in the case of the postal service) as rapidly and as far 
as the good sense of an intelligent people and the teachings 
of experience shall justify, to the end that oppression, in- 
justice and poverty shall eventually cease in the land. 

While our sympathies as a party of reform are uaturally 
upon the side of every proposition which will tend to make 
men intelligent, virtuous and temperate, we nevertheless re- 
gard these questions, important as they are, as secondary to 
the great issues now pressing for solution, and upon which 
not only our individual prosperity, but the very existence 
of free institutions depend; and we ask all men to first help 
us to determine whether we are to have a republic to admin- 
ister, before we differ as to the conditions upon which it is 
to be administered. Believing that the forces of reform 
this day organized will never cease to move forward until 
every wrong is remedied, and equal rights and equal privileges 
securely established for all men and women of the country, 
we declare therefore : 

First — That the union of the labor forces of the United 
States, this day consummated, shall be permanent and per- 
petual. May its spirit enter into all hearts for the salva- 
tion of the republic and the Seed of mankind. 

Second— Wealth belongs to him who creates it, and every 
dollar taken from industry without an equivalent is robbery, 
“Tf any will not work, neither shall he eat.” The interests 
of rural and civic labor are the same; their enemies identical. 

Third — We believe that the time has come when the rail- 
road corporations will either own the people or the people 
must own the railroads and should the government enter upon 
the work of owning and managing any or all railroads, we 
should favor an amendment to the constitution by which all 
persons engaged in the government service shall be placed 
under a civil service regulation of the most rigid chara-ter, 
so as to prevent the increase of the power of the national 
administration by the use of such additional government 
employees. 

We demand a national currency, safe, sound and flex- 
ible, issued by the general government only, a full legal 
tender for all debts, public and private, and that without 
the use of banking corporations; that a just, equitable and 
efficient means of distribution direct to the people, at a tax 
uot to exceéd two per cent per annum, to be provided, as set 
forth in the sub-treasury plan of the Farmers’ alliance, 
or some better system; also by payments in discharge of 
its obligations for public improvements. 

We demand the free and unlimited coinage of silver and 
gold at the present legal ratio of 16 to 1. 


We demand that the amount of circulating medium be 
speedily increased to not less than $50 per capita. 

We demand a graduated income tax. 

We believe that the moneys of the country should be 
kept as much as possible in the hands of the people, and 
hence we demand that all state and national revenues shall 
be limited to the necessary expenses of the government, 
economically and honestly administered. 

We demand that postal savings banks be established 
by the government, for the safe deposit of the earnings of 
the people, and to facilitate exchange. 

Transportation being a neans of exchange and a pubtic 
necessity, the government should own and operate the 
railroads in the interest of the people. 

The telegraph and telephone, like the postoffice system 
being a necessity for transmission of news, should be owned 
and operated by the government in the interest of the people. 

The land, including all the natural resources of wealth, 
is the heritage of all the people, and should not be monopo- 
lized for speculative purposes, and alien ownership of land 
should be prohibited. All lands now held by railroads and 
other corporations in excess of their actual needs, and all 
Jands now. owned by aliens, should be reclaimed by the gov- 
ernment and held for actual settlers only. 


Resolutions. 


Whereas, other questions have. been presented for our 
consideration, we hereby submit the following, not as a part 
of the platform of the people’s party, but as resolutions 
expressive of the sentiment of this convention. 

First — Resolved, That we demand a free ballot and a fair 
count in all elections, and pledge ourselves to secure it to 
every legal voter without federal intervention through the 
adoption by the states of the unperverted Australian or 
secret ballot system. 

Second — Resolved, That the revenue derived from a 
graduated income tax should be applied to the reduction of 
the burden of taxation now resting upon the domestic 
industries of this country. 

Third — Resolved, That we pledge our support to fair and 
liberal pensions to ex-union soldiers and sailors. 

Fourth — Resolved, That we condemn the fallacy of pro- 
tecting American labor under the present system, which 
opens our ports to the pauper and criminal classes of the 
wocld, and crowds out our wage earners; and we denounce 
the present ineffective laws against contract labor, and 
demand the further restriction of undesirable immigration. 

Fifth — Resolved, That we cordially sympathize with the 
efforts of organized workingmen to shorten the hours of 
labor, and demand a rigid enforcement of the existing eight- 
hour law on government work, and ask that a penalty clause 
be added to the said law. ; 

Sixth — Resolved, That we regard the maintenance of a 
large standing army of mercenaries, known as the Pinker- 
ton system, as a menace to our liberties, and we demand its 
abolition ; and we condemn the recent invasion of the terri- 
tory of Wyoming by the hired assassins of plutocracy, 
assisted by federal officials. 

Resolved, That we commend to the favorable considera- 
tion of the people, and the reform press the legislative sys- 
tem known as the initiative and referendum. 

Resolved, That we favor a constitutional provision limit- 
ing the office of president and vice president to one term, 
and providing for the election of senators of the United 
States by a direct vote of the people. 

Resolved, That we oppose any subsidy or national aid to 
any private corporation for any purpose. 

Resolved, That this convention sympathizes with the 
Knights of Labor im theirr ighteous contest with the tyran- 
nical combine of clothing manufacturers of Rochester and 
declares it to be the duty of all who hate tyranny and op- 
pression to refuse to purchase the goods made by said manu- 
facturers or to patronize any merchants who sell such goods. 

The people’s party at the outset, to secure permanent 
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control of the party organization of the people unaffected by 
the interests of those in public service, does hereby in 
national convention assembled at Omaha on this 4th day 
of July, 1892, establish this ordinance as fundamental law 
of party organization, viz.: No person holding any office or 
position of profit, trust or emolument under under the fed- 
eral or any state or municipal government, including sena- 
tors, congressmen, and members of the legislature, state and 
local, shall be eligible to sit or vote in any convention of 
this party, and a copy of this ordinance shall be annexed to 
every call for any future convention of the party. 


A CRY OF DISTRESS. 


Apologists of the competitive system do not attempt to 
disguise the fact that business is going to the dogs. They 


still have their hopes, but they do not present any rational 
grounds for their optimism. The Produce Trade Reporter 
and Shipping Gazette of Chicago, which has no stomach for 
nationalism, utters in the subjoined editorial a veritable 
“calamity howl.” Nationalists are the only persons who 
can read the following without a panic: 

“ Whither are we drifting ? may be asked with respect to 
the produce trade more properly than any other business 
calling today. Our old established commission merchants 
can look back to by-gone times when profits were good, ex- 
penses small, losses few and money was made. ‘This, they 
say, is all changed nowadays; profits — well, they are in- 
finitesimal. And, as profits have decreased, expenses have 
increased. 

“Why is it thus? Let one ask any commission man 
whe has been 15 to 20 years in the business, and he will 
soon find out what a change has taken place.. A solicitor 
formerly made one visit to a fruit-shipping point, and if 
his house was all right consignments came right along 
until the close of the season. Now they are forced to 
remain right there and watch the interests of their house, 
spend a great deal of money for telegrams, etc., things 
that do not benefit either the shipper or the receiver. 
Worse than that, often there are more solicitors at one 
station than fruit packages. 

“Then, look at the immense increase in the number of 
traveling solicitors, and the increased expense is easily 
accounted for. What is to be the result? There are too 
many people in the commission business. The same state 
of affairs is true in all other lines. Small villages com- 
plain that their business is going to the larger towns, and 
the towns complain of the cities. Small manufacturers 
complain of the consolidations and so-called monopolies. 
Retail shopkeepers complain of the great establishments 
where almost everything can be bought. These changes 
are part of the great centralization in commerce, which is 
one of the most prominent developments of the last decade 
or- two. 

“While the present excessive competition for the present 
limited market continues, no profits can be. made at all 
commensurate with the capital employed or the energy 
expended in carrying on commercial enterprises. The 
centralization spoken of will no doubt continue, and the 
largest one will ultimately be successful. This, of course, 
will not come to pass in a day, but men will not continue 
always to waste their lives with no good result. Many 
will seek more profitable business enterprises, in which 
there is not over-production. Then, when supply and 
demand are brought to a more equal level, commercial life 
will be worth living once again.” 


Capt. Edward I. Huntington and Capt. Charles E. 


Bowers addressed the Nationaiist Club of Needham, Mon- | 


day night, the former on’ the “Industrial Evolution” and 
the latter-on “Nationalism.” Although the Needham Club 
is a young organization it is developing great vitality. It 
is constantly growing,in numbers and influence, 


‘we think, than the editorial opinion. 


NATIONALISTIC DRIFT. 


Items of Industrial, Political, Social and Commercial Intelli- 
gence indicating the approaching Breakup of the Present 
System and the Tendency through Business Combinations 
and Public Control of Industry toward Complete National 
Co-operation. 


North Carolina. 


The Progressive Farmer (Raleigh): Shall the people 
own the railroads or the railroads own the people? The 
area of the original thirteen states was 392,000 square 
miles. Grants to railroads amount to 325,000 square miles. 
Think on this, farmers; it’s a serious question. Hight per 
cent of the average cost of what you buy or sell goes to 
transportation account. 


Minnesota. 


The Progressive Age (Minneapolis): On principles of 
public policy, no man should be elected alderman who is 
opposed to city ownership of the electric light, gas and 
street railway plants. The way these corporations extort 
is a shocking.imposition on the public. The time to com- 
mence agitating against these corporations is now. The 
longer they are allowed to run the more difficult they will 
be to dislodge. 

Illinois. 


Edwardsville is to do its own electric lighting. The new 
municipal plant at Dundell is rapidly approaching comple- 
tion. 

Pennsylvania. 


West Newton has voted bonds to the amount of $30,000, 
with which to establish a municipal electric light plant. 
Middletown is also preparing for a municipal plant. 


Michigan. 


Sherwood will build an electric plant and do its own 
lighting. 
Iowa. 
Hendrick will soon adopt electric lighting. 


Foreign. 


Brantford, Conn., is to have a municipal electric light 
plant. 
Miscellaneous. 


Now it is a paper bag trust. The Union Bag and Paper 
company of Chicago, Chatfield and Woods of Cincinnati, 
Smith, Dixon & Co. of Baltimore, E. J. Howlett & Sons of 
New York, and Hollingsworth & Whitney of Boston, are 
the concerns forming the combination. Through this union 
of forces it is hoped that the cost of manufacturing paper 
bags will be reduced 50 per cent. 


Michigan. 


“There has been considerable talk of late,” says the 
Manufacturer’s Gazette, “as to the advisability and prac- 
ticability of the municipal ownership and contro! of electric 
light plants, coal yards, water works, etc., but the city of 
Grand Rapids, Mich., has gone a step further, and pro- 
proses to run its own machine shop. A plant has been es- 
tablished where all the repairs made necessary by bursting 
of pipes, meters, etc., will be done, saving the city about 
$4,000 per year. Just how the saving is figured is not 
stated, but unless the machine shop can be run more econ- 
omically and with fewer ‘bosses’ than it takes, in most de- 
partments of city work, it is doubtful if the actual saving 
will be made.” The fact above noted is more important, 
Experience shows 
that a gas plant can be more satisfactorily managed by the 
public than by a private’ corporation. The facts are dead 
against the skepticism of the Gazette, 
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GRAND TRUNK RAILWAY. 


‘New Fast Train Service Between 


Boston and Chicago, 
6 trains daily, Sunday excepted. 
O—— 


_Niagara Falls Route, 


Hin Depot, 
a.m, 
Chicago & Grand Trunk Rys., 


arriving in Chicago 4.50 p.m. next afternoon. 


Frrst-Ciass FARR, $21.00. Has Parlor Car 
to Johnsoaville, Sleeping Car Rotterdam to 


Chicago. 
Montreal Line. 
Fitchburg Depot, Lv.Boston via Fitchburg, Cen- 
10.30 a.m. tral Vermont, Grand Trunk, 


Chicago & Grand Trunk, ar- 
riving at Chicago 9.30 p.m., next evening, only 


one night out. Fare, $18.00, Firsr Cuass. 


Has Parlor Car to Montreal, Vestibule Sleep- 


ing Car to Montreal to Chicago. 


Montreal Line. 
BOSTON & MAINE, Ly. Boston‘via Boston & 
Lowell Depot, Maine, Southern Division, 
00 a.m. 


night out. 
Chicago without change. 


Niagara Falls Route. 

Daily, Sunday included. 
Fitchburg Depot, Ly. Boston via Fitchburg, 
3.00 p.m. West Shore, Grand Trunk, 
Chicago & Grand Trunk Rys., 
arriving at Chicago next evening at 9.30 p.m. 


Fare, Frrst CLAss, $21.00. Has Sleeping 


Car to Niagara Falls. 
Falls to Chicago. 


Sleeping Car Niagara 


Niagara Falls Route. 


Fi Depot, Lv. Boston via Fitchburg, 
Fe OO of ” West Shore, Grand Trunk, 

Chicago & Grand Trunk Rys., 
arriving at Chicago 8.00 A.M., the second 
morning. First C.Ass Fare, $21.00. Has 
Sleeping Car Boston to Chicago without 
change, 


Montreal Line. 
Daily, Sunday excepted. 


BOSTON & MAINE, Lv. Boston via Boston & 

Lowell ct Maine, Concord & Mon- 

7.15 p treal, Central Vermont, 
Grand Trunk, Chicago & 
Grand Trunk Rys., arriving at Chicago the 
second afternoon at 4.50 p,M. First CLAss 
FARE ONLY $18.00. Has Wagner Sleeping 
Car Boston to Montreal, Pullman Sleeping 
Car Montreal to Chicago. 


L. J. SEARGEANT, N. J. POWER, 
Gen’l Manager, Gen’] Pass. Agt., 
Montreal, P. Q. Montreal, P. Q. 


W. WAINWRIGHT, N. J. GRACE, 
Asst. Gen’l Mgr. N. E. Pass. Agt. 
Montreal, P.Q. 260 Washington St , 
Boston, Mass. 


FOR PEOPLES PARTY NEWS 


READ 
THE NEW NATION. 
PEOPLE'S PARTY "aan sonny ieee 


Ly. Boston via Hoosac Tunnel 
West Shore, Grand Trunk and 


Concord & Montreal, Cen- 
tral Vermont, Grand Trunk 
and Chicago & Grand Trunk Rys., arriving at 
Chicago at 9.30 P.M., next evening, only one 
Fare, $18.00, First CLAss. Has 
Pullman Vestibule Sleeping Car Boston to 


THE NEW NATION. 
MEETINGS OF NATIONALIST CLUBS 


Are held as follows, and all persons inter- 
ested will be gladly welcomed at. any of these 
meetings : — 


Boston. — First Nationalist Club. Reception 
rooms at 184 Boylston street; open daily. 
Information and publications on National- 
ism furnished to any desiring them. Regular 
meeting of the Club, 2d Wednesday of each 
month. 


Boston.— Second Nationalist will meet every 
Sunday evening in William Parkman Hall, 
3 Boylston place. The public are cordially 
invited. 

Haverhill. — First Nationalist, business meet- 

ing, 2d Wednesday of each month, Meeting 

every Sunday evening at 8 Pp. M., at 73 Mer- 
rimack street, rooms 5 and 6. (Pamphlets 
solicited.) Rooms open every evening. 


Needham, Mass. — Nationalist Club holds 
regular meetings the third Monday in every 
month. Additional meetings for outside 
work, as desired. E. P. Washburn, Sec. 


Oakland, Cal.— The New Nation Club, busi- 
ness meeting, 1st Monday of each month. 
Public meeting every Friday at8 P.M. 865 
Broadway. (Reorganized from 1st National- 
ist.) 

Philadelphia, Pa.— First Nationalist meets 
1st and 3d Friday evenings, at Earley’s hall, 
1321 Arch street. 


San Francisco, Cal.— The Pacific Club 
holds weekly Sunday evening propaganda 
meetings, at 9094 Market street. 


meet regularly. W. D. McPherson, secre- 
tary, solicits correspondence and pamphlet. 
for distribution. 


SI) 


For 1000 good wusiness 
Envelopes, with corner or 
address printed thereon. # 
C. M.A. Twitchell & Co., 
Printers and Stationers, 
319 Washington Street. 
Boston. Send for sample. 


Read this — it’s for you. 


as 


©! BALTO:MD. 


| WORLD. 


This machine producés a strong , brilliant 
gas at 75 cents per 1000 cu. ft., whereas town 
gas averages $1.50 to $2.00. "You can save 
money by adopting it for stores, homes, 
churches, factories, &c. All sizes made, 
smallest sizes, costs $90, lasts a lifetime, per- 
fectly safe,.the cheapest gas for lighting and 
cooking, &c. Why not be independent of gas 
and electric companies? Write and state re- 
quirements. 


CLARENCE M. KEMP, 
Fayette and Frederick Sts., Baltimore. 


We also make the Solor Water Heater, and 
Cellar Drainer. 


South Framingham, Mass.— Club does not 
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JUST OUT!! 


The Vagrant of Lover's Leap. 
(A Poetical Narrative.) 


BY JOHN T. BRODERICK. 
O 


“The Vagrant of Lover's Leap” is a pa- 
thetic but faitnful picture of real life. It 
tells the story of a business man’s sad ex- 
perience and bitter end. 

The Lynn Item says: ‘‘ A story somewhat 
strange and romantic, yet not without an- 
alogy in reality. One cannot peruse 
the lines without appreciation of the smooth 
and graceful diction and poetic expression 
rising frequently to the sublime; but the 
work will be best appreciated for its unveil- 
ing of a vivid picture.” 

Price 25 cents. Address 


New NATION P.BLisnine Co., 
13 Winter St., Boston. 


LIGHT. 


A new monthly magazine published at Nat- 
chez, Miss. 


Contains general literary reading and is the 
special champion of the work of the humane 
reforms in the South. Ricwarp F, REEp, 
Secretary of Mississippi Humane Society, Edi- 
tor. People interested in reform work eyery- 
where should send for sample copy. 


OUR CHALLENGE TO THE WORLD! 


Five Thousand Purchasers tell the Tale!! 


The Genuine SMITH GRUBBER is the 


Only Perfect Machine in Use. 


Price: $42 50 
Warranted to 


Cheapest! Handiest! Best! 
on board cars at Ottumwa. 
have no equal. 


W. SMITH & CO., Mystic, lowa. 


CO-OPERATION --- PRINTERS. 


The E. Arthur See Co., printers, blank book 
manufacturers and stationers, of Harvey, IIl., 
want to correspond with any who have an in- 
terest in co-operation in this line. We want 
to appjy the principle and can interest anyone 
who may want to become operatives or invest- 
ors. All who become operatives must be per- 
sons who do not drink liquor. Write full par- 
ticulars at once. 


The HE. Arthur See Co., Harvey, II. 


NOTICE. 


All Nationalist and People’s Party men in 
the 2nd Senatorial district (comprising the 
towns of Bellingham, Brookline, Dedham, 
Dover, Foxborough, Franklin, Medfield, Med- 
way, Millis, Needham, Norfolk, Norwood, 
Sharon,, Stoughton, Walpole, Wellesley and 
Wrentham), will find it for their interest as 
well as that of the party, to send their names 
and addresses at their earliest convenience, to 
C. Atherton Hicks of Needham, a member of 
the state central committee. 


INDUSTRIAL NEWS. 


Jackson, Mich. 


State Organ of the Farmers’ Alliance. 


$1.00 PER YEAR. 


Keep in the Middle of the Road. 
Circulation, 4100. 


600 THE NEW NATION. 
“GOVERNMENT AND THE LAW OF EQUAL FREEDOM.” 


By PROF. FRANK PARSONS, of the Boston University Law School. 
= SS 

This pamphlet establishes the principle that government is properly an agency for ser- 
vice as well as for restraint. The public ownership of railways, telegraphs, mines, and all 
msnopolies will be a legitimate extension of the business functions of the government and 
the necessary outcome of complete co-operation. The writer annihilates the theories of Her- 
bert Spencer’s ‘‘ Justice’ and *‘Social Statics.’? His statements of the Law of Equal Free- 
dom and his limitation of the Sphere of Government are shown to be self-contradictory and 
utterly untenable, even by Spencer’s own admissions. hose who follow Spencer in the 
belief that government ought to confine itself to acting as a policeman, should read the un- 
answerable argument of this brochure. And those who have broad ideas of the sphere of govern- 
mental action, but are puzzled by the opposition of men so undeniably great as Spencer, will 
find the whole matter made luminous in the few pages of this powerful address, 

Price 15 cents, paper. Address, 


Tue New Nation, 13 Winter St., Boston, Mass. 


“Considerations proving the immense 


Increase of Wealth Production 
Assured by a SINGLE NATIONAL SYNDICATE or Nationalism, and the various 


ITEMS OF WASTE 


of Energy occasioned by the competitive system 
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with their depressing effect on the Arts and Sciences, are set forth in Putnam’s 


“ Architecture under Nationalism,” published by Ticknor & Co., Boston. 
Sent by The New Nation on receipt of price, 25 cents. 
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THE NEW NATION. 


One year . ‘ - $1.00 
Six months ; : : 50 
Three months . E : 25 
Per copy . : : ‘ : .05 


{@- Hand a Sample Copy to your neighbor. 


A correspondent from a Massachusetts town, 
who has sent us many subscribers, writes that 
his motto is: : 


Count that day lost whose low descend- 
ing sun 
Sees no subscriber to The New Na-shun. 


There is the making of a paper in that 
motto, and we trust that Tae New NATION 
will be a beneficiary of the sentiment that in- 
spired this little parody.. The air is full of 
‘labor war and rumors of war. Society is beset 
with contentions, and every day has a new 
premedy. THe New NATION appeals to work- 
ingmen-to consider public ownership as the 
natural and logical outcome of our present ills. 


The suggestion dropped by a friend that the 
barber shop was a good place to catch the 
public eye has been taken up by several of our 
friends. It is certainly a plan worth a trial. 
Oliver le Dain, barber of Lows XI., was made 
the confident of the king, and the American 
barber is often made the confident of the 
people. During the time when 


The solemn barber barbs and fills his 
purse, i 
‘And tells the secrets of the universe, 


Many customers have to wait, and as they 
wait they read. Here is our opportunity. A 
word to the wise is sufficient. 


Lessons in Sanitary Plumbing. 


LESSON NO. 7. 


To accomplish the cleansing of the waste pipes by powerful water flushing as ex- 


Flush Pot. 


waste water. 


Snccess. 


of the user, 


the waste-pipes clean, and obviates the necessity of using a grease trap. 


plained in our last lesson, all the Sanitas Fixtures are constructed on the principle of the 
The accompanying cut represents the 


SANITAS KITCHEN SINK. 


This device has successfully solved the problem of the disposal of kitchen and pantry 
It is absolutely automatic in its action, and to this feature is largely due its great 
It is so constructed that it must always do its work correctly.and completely, ard it 


cannot be be made to do otherwise, even by the greatest ignorance or neglect on the part 
It operates on the principle of the intermittent automatic flush tank, keeps 


It is provided 


with an accessible seal-retaining trap constructed on the principle of the Sanitas Trap. 


In our next lesson a section of the Sanitas Sink will be given showing in detail its construction and operation. 


Manufactured and Sold by the 


Sanitas Manufacturing Company, 
SMITH & ANTHONY STOVE Co., Proprietors, Boston, New York and Chicago, 


= 


